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The Peace of the Lord be with you!
Words of Welcome
Invitation from Scripture
Joel 2:12
Matthew 11:28
Call to Worship
Come people of God, return to the One who gives you life.
We come, longing for a closer walk with our Creator.
This is a time to return to God with all our hearts.
We repent of those things which we have done that we should not
have done and those things we have left undone which we should
have done.
We affirm that God is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and
abounding in love.
We come with joy, expecting to be renewed, eager to be a channel of
God’s blessing. We trust that God will equip us to reach out in love to
others.

Song of Worship – Amazing Grace
Amazing grace! How sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found;
Was blind, but now I see.
Through many dangers, toils and snares,
I have already come;
’Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far,
And grace will lead me home.
The Lord has promised good to me,
His Word my hope secures;
He will my shield and portion be,
As long as life endures.
Unison Prayer:
Creating God,
In this season of Lent, we thank you to receive us as we are – whether
it be a troubled conscience, a conflicted spirit, a wounded or broken
heart, you accept us and you love us unconditionally.
Today we turn toward you. Wash away our guilt and cleanse us from
sin.
Open our hearts to you, walk with us this Lenten Season.
Amen
Scripture Readings
We Remember
Exodus 13:3, 9
Moses said to the people, “Remember this day on which you came out
of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, because the Lord brought you out
from there by strength of hand; no leavened bread shall be eaten.
“It shall serve for you as a sign on your hand and as a reminder on your
forehead, so that the teaching of the Lord may be on your lips; for with
a strong hand the Lord brought you out of Egypt.”

Deuteronomy 8:2-6
Remember the long way that the Lord your God has led you these forty
years in the wilderness, in order to humble you, testing you to know
what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep his
commandments. He humbled you by letting you hunger, then by
feeding you with manna, with which neither you nor your ancestors
were acquainted, in order to make you understand that one does not
live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of
the Lord. The clothes on your back did not wear out and your feet did
not swell these forty years. Know then in your heart that as a parent
disciplines a child so the Lord your God disciplines you. Therefore keep
the commandments of the Lord your God, by walking in his ways and
by fearing him.
Psalms 25:6-7
Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your steadfast love,
for they have been from of old.
Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions;
according to your steadfast love remember me,
for your goodness’ sake, O Lord!
We Repent
Joel 2:12-13
Yet even now, says the Lord,
return to me with all your heart,
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning;
rend your hearts and not your clothing.
Return to the Lord, your God,
for he is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love,
and relents from punishing.
Psalms 51:1-7
Have mercy on me, O God,
according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy
blot out my transgressions.
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
and cleanse me from my sin.

For I know my transgressions,
and my sin is ever before me.
Against you, you alone, have I sinned,
and done what is evil in your sight,
so that you are justified in your sentence
and blameless when you pass judgment.
Indeed, I was born guilty,
a sinner when my mother conceived me.
You desire truth in the inward being;
therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart.
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.
Psalms 51:10-15
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and put a new and right spirit within me.
Do not cast me away from your presence,
and do not take your holy spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and sustain in me a willing spirit.
Then I will teach transgressors your ways,
and sinners will return to you.
Deliver me from bloodshed, O God,
O God of my salvation,
and my tongue will sing aloud of your deliverance.
O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth will declare your praise.
We Can be Renewed
Isaiah 43:18-21
Do not remember the former things,
or consider the things of old.
I am about to do a new thing;
now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
I will make a way in the wilderness
and rivers in the desert.
The wild animals will honor me,
the jackals and the ostriches;

for I give water in the wilderness,
rivers in the desert,
to give drink to my chosen people,
the people whom I formed for myself
so that they might declare my praise.
2 Corinthians 5:17-21
So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has
passed away; see, everything has become new! All this is from God,
who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the
ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the
world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and
entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. So we are ambassadors
for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you
on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to
be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God.
Revelation 21:5-7
And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all
things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy
and true.” Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the
Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a
gift from the spring of the water of life. Those who conquer will inherit
these things, and I will be their God and they will be my children.”
Song – Kum Ba Yah
Kum ba yah, my Lord, Kum ba yah!
Kum ba yah, my Lord, Kum ba yah!
Kum ba yah, my Lord, Kum ba yah!
O Lord, Kum ba yah
Someone's crying, Lord, Kum ba yah!
Someone's crying, Lord, Kum ba yah!
Someone's crying, Lord, Kum ba yah!
O Lord, Kum ba yah
Someone's praying, Lord, Kum ba yah!
Someone's praying, Lord, Kum ba yah!
Someone's praying, Lord, Kum ba yah!
O Lord, Kum ba yah

Ashes of Forgiveness and Purification
Prayer of Confession:
God of love and mercy
We come to you, seeking a change in our hearts and minds.
We confess that we carry the baggage of idols, bitterness, and selfconcern, even while we attempt to follow Christ.
Cleanse us from our attachment to these old things.
Burn away their power in us and purify our hearts.
In Christ’s name.
Amen.
Prayer over ashes
Ashes are imposed
Remember that you are dust,
Be renewed through the love of Christ
Receive a prayer reminder
Prayer of Commitment
Song – I have decided to follow Jesus
I have decided to follow Jesus;
I have decided to follow Jesus;
I have decided to follow Jesus;
No turning back, no turning back.
Though none go with me, still I will follow;
Though none go with me, still I will follow;
Though none go with me, still I will follow;
No turning back, no turning back.
The Lord’s Prayer
Benediction

